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DVIRA OMADIA: Designer put 1o
test on decomting guru Debbes
“Trenis’ show From the Ground U,

She’s got
designs on

EY MICHAEL POWER
Sraff Wrirer

Cuiick. whats the most ore-
ative desigm idea you can think of
using a picoe of paper or 4 cand-
board bax?

Think fast, youve got scant
time to come up with a concepd
that beats out 13 other design

CETLS,

That's the type of (but not nec-
essarily exacthy the same) chal
lenge Thomhill native Dvira Cha-
dia, 27, faced during flming of

thie second season of design per-
sonality Debhde Travis' shoa,
From The Ground Up

Each eplsode of the shosw,
which airs on Global Television
Thursdays at 9 pm., gives the
contestants a4 challenpe they

Sec CONTESTANT, peage 13,

T T rierll



Contestant mumm
about winner

Froest page I,

must finish, The challenges
ar:::::i i -f:tlt:ﬁr nest mnlEEv
ants’ adaptability, ingenulty
and ability to translate a con-
cept into reality.

Last  seasons  show
focused on  encouraging
young people 1o take up
careers in skilled wrades, This
year, the goal is to find Ms
Travis™ new chicl designer, a
title bestowed on the s’
winmer,

“This time she (M5 Travis)
is ¢ doing something
different,” said Ms Chasdia,

*The challenges would
really test us and see if we
could think fast and problem
sobve, as well as that creative
ability that would come o us
instantameoash:”

That process wasnl Easy,
M Crvacdia said, noting many
of the challenges the show’s
contestants had to perform
WETE VY vl

Participants were given a
few days o complete each
task.

Although this season’s
shinw focuses on desin, the
concepl is more tlsan simply
producing a well-decorated
TEMIETL.

“It was more of a skill test
an v i create something
from nothing” Ms Ovadia
said,

The shonw starbed Alming
last Mevember — largely In
Oritawa — amd has already
been completesd

But ol course, | can’ dis-
cuss any of the outcomes,”
M5 Onvndlia Said,

Ms Ovalia apglied online
in Seplember to the show
amdd got a call to set up an
interview the next day, Ms
Owvacdia met Ms Travis, along
with the shows producers,
during the interview.

‘For me, it was
a life-changing
experience. | was
constantly challenged
and was amazed at how

well | was able to cope!

Drvira Orvidia
Diesggrace, TV dhow contestoam

Ms Ovidin was asked
abowt her design back-
tﬂ'l:ll..ll:'l.l:l and ability to work
with others. She was also
asked how she would be able
1o hamndle stressful sleations
amd think on her feer,

“[ fesel thaar (s Travis) was
very confident of what she
was [ooking for,” she said,

“l thought she was a very
strong person, | guess you
could say she was very
friendly but confident in who
she was looking to casL”

Mz Odavia majored in
anchitecture at the University
of Toronio and has earned
diplemas in technical design
at Sheridan Collepe,

She works as a freelance
designer and hopes to even-
tually start her own i
coampany. she said. She lives
in dovwmtown Toronto, bt
plans to move back o Thome-
hill soomn.

All 14 contestanis lived in
one house during filming
and the tasks were emotion-
ally and physically draining,
Ms Owvadia =aid.

“For me, it was a life-
changing experience,” she
said. “1 was constantly chal-
lenged and was amared at
b well 1 was able (o cope”
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